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"To prolect the pacihc welrs popalstions

¥skimo Walrus Commission Bxecutive Committee
Resolution 2016-01

A Resolution Opposing the Inclusion of Walras, Mammoth, and Mastodon ¥vory in African
Elephant Ivory Ban Laws in the United States

WHERFEAS, the Bskimo Walrns Commission was formed in 1978 by Kawerak, Inc. and
represents 19 coustal subsistence walrus hunting communities in Alagka; and

WHEREAS, the use of legally acquired waltus, mammoth, and mastodon ivory by Alaska Native
carvers 1o create tools, handiorafts, jewelry, and artwork is o longstanding cultural tradition that
continues to be a vital component of Alaska Native colture today; and

WHERFEAS, the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) explicitly protects the right of coastal
Alaska Natives to harvest marine mammals and utilize their byproducts in handicrafts for sale in
the United States; and

WHEREAS, the sale of walrus, mammoth, and mastodon ivory tools, hendicrafis, jewelry, and
artwork by Alaske Natives is an important source of income in the cash-limited economies of rural
Alaska; and

WHEREAS, in efforts to stem the poaching of African elephants, various U.S. states have passed
laws banning the sale, use, or possession of all ivory, and additional states are considering such
laws; and

WHEREAS, these ivory ban laws fail to acknowledge the difference betweon Afilcan elephant
ivoty and legally acquired walrus, mammoth, and mastodon ivory used by Alaska Native antists;
and

WHEREAS, these state ivory ban laws may cayse residents of those states to face prosecution for
buying, owning, or bringing home legally acquired ivory from Alaska; and

WHEREAS, these state ivory ban laws will negatively impact Alaska Native artists who depend
on the sale of their handicrafts as g source of important income in a cash-limited economy;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Eskimo Walrus Commission opposes the
Inelusion of walrug, mammoth, and mastodon ivory in ivory ban Jaws; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Eskioo Walrus Commission requests that walras,
mammoth, and mastodon ivory be exempted ffom current and future ivory ban laws in the United
States,
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CERTIFICATION:

I, the undersigned Vice Chair of the Eskimo Walrus Com
foregoing resolution 2016-01 was adopted by a majority
Executive Committee. Pagsed this 16 day of June 2016

Zrned Deirae Q,

mission hereby certify that the
vote of the Bskimo Walrus Commission
through a telephone poll vote,



